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Introduction

The Boros or the Boro-Kacharis are the most distinctive
section of the different ethnic groups settling in the North Eastern
part of India particularly in the Brahmaputra valley. Sidney Endle
first used the terminology kachari' in his ethnographic account on
the Boros. Scholars like Grierson used the term 'Bodo’ and
‘kachari' to refer to this ethnic group in Assam. Grierson in 1903
identified the origin of the Boros from the Indo-Mongoloid stock

belonging to the Tibeto-Burman Language family. Racially they
belong to the Mongoloid stock of the Indo-Mongoloids or Indo-
Tibetans. A section-of the Boros migrated towards the east and
crossed the river Brahmaputra, got settled in the North Cachar
Hills district. Gradually, with the passage of time many changes
crept in their language and culture and they acquired a new identity
called the Dimasas. Some of them moved further and in course
of time got crystallized into distinct communities such as Morans,
Borahis, Chutias, Thengal Kacharis, Sonowal Kacharis, etc.,
inhabiting the eastern part of Assam.(S.K. Brahma,1992: 4-5) In
order to understand the social processes functioning in a society,

it is important to know the socio-cultural milieu of the society in

which they are rooted. Thus, to get the necessary insights of the
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Boro dis\éncv.iveness. it is essenual 10 have some acquaintance with
the marriage system of the Boro society
Objectives
T'he specific objectives of the study are as follows:
i to study the different mamage forms among the Boro-
Kacharis =
i to analyze the factors influencing the Boro-marriage
system on the Assamese Society
Methodology
There are two types of sources for preparing this paper,
which are primary sources and secondary sources. The data are
collected from various published books on marriage system among
the Boro-Kacharis, periodical evidence of important journals
research paper and newspaper.
Marriage system of Boro-Kacharis
Marriage creates new social relationships and reciprocal
rights between the two new people, between each and the kin of
the other, and establishes the status of the offspring's when they
are born. The Boro word for marriage is 'Haba'. The Boros have
a very high regard and dignified concept of chastity and they live
by it. The Boro-Kachari society is patriarchal with a few features
o f matriarchal society. As a rule, endogamy is absent in Boro-
society. One cannot marry a girl from a cognate family. Although
they are exogamous marriage with a girl from non-tribal
communities is not encouraged by the society. I tis considered
to be a luxury. One can merry a girl from the same clan,
Likewise, a boy from a Bosumatary clan is free to marry a girl
from any clan. Marriage between Hindu Boros and Christians
is not strictly prohibited. Usually. the married girl is bound to
accept the religion of her husband. Cross-cousin marriage is
strictly prohibited. Of course, parallel cousin marriage is
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Impact of Modernization and Local Socio-
Cultural Element on the Tea Tribes of Assam

Heerak Jyoti Nath

Tea is one of the most popular beverages in the
world. It is one of the oldest industries in India, a large
organized sector and has been an integral part of the
economic development of the country. The tea industry of
Assam had a glorious past and a long history. Tea plants
(Camellia sinensis (L) O.Kuntze, Family : Theaceae) were
discovered in Assam way back in 1823. The indigenous
people of Assam were drinking tea for its medicinal
properties. The credit for discovery of tea in Assam goes
to three persons- Beesa Gam, a tribal head of Upper Assam
Village, an Assamese working with the British, the famous

patriot Maniram Dewan and Robert Bruce, an English
infantry officer. However, Mr. Robert Bruce is widely
recognized as the discoverer of tea in Assam. The labour
were brought originally from various parts of Bihar, Orissa,
Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh etc. about 150-160
years back and they have now become very part of
Assamese society. The impact of growing tea tribe
population along with the continued socio»cullu(al
interaction, and embracement with the host community

————
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has !md significant bearing in forming the present social
fabl:lc of the greater Assamese society. Historically, the
society of Assam has been continuously subject to socio-
cultural change due to the influx of outsiders as well as
flue to the internal growth of the population. One such
influx of population occurred when the British started the
tea plantations in Assam in 1837 and recruited huge number
of cheap, hard pressed and illiterate labourers belonging
1o lower and downtrodden communities such as Santhal,
Munda. Oraon, Khond, etc. from famine and poverty-
stricken areas of Bihar, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal having diversity
in respect of their language, tradition, culture, religion and
social background on false promises such as higher wages,
better life, better living conditions and at the end of contract
period they would be free to go. However, the most
significant of all these phenomena is the culture that
emerged due to the long continued socio-cultural exchange,
interactions and assimilations between the British planters,
the indigenous Assamese society and the tea tribes. These
can be well interpreted in the food habits, language, way
of life, work culture, and many other socio-cultural
practices in most of the large tea estates in the state.

Every society has their own socio-cultural practices
and traditions and tea tribes are not different. Tea and ex-
tea tribe community is a heterogencous mixture of more
than one hundred aboriginal Indian tribes and castes who
hailed from different parts of central India. They were
composed of three different distinct linguistic elements
such as the Kolarian speaking (Ho, Munda, Santhal, Kharia,
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Significance of Assamese folktales in
environmental education?’

The last decade

has seen an unprecedented sensitivity in matters relating
to the relationship between environment and ecology. Through the
centuries people have learned how to interact with their surrounding
environment and how to survive in a world where nature played a hostile
role to the humans and proved itself to be more powerful. People have
also struggled hard to make use of their surrounding environment. The
human-ccological interaction has been INVOo!

lved multifaceted issues like
deforestation,

pollution, sustainable development,
desertification, loss of biodiversity, problems of sanitaton,

loss of soil
and soil ferdlity, water shortage and contamination, ozone depletion,
populaton explosion, transboundary pollution, inadequate health care,
and water supply, etc.

environmental

The human activities triggered by rapidly changing SOcCiO-ecoOnomic
patterns duc to technological advancement are chiefly responsible for the
deterioration of the world’s environment.

Hence it is
necessary to successfully instil envir

considered
opmental ethics in the human mind
and a comprechensive understanding of environmental issues so that they
are prepared to deal with environmentral problems in the real world.

Countriecs all over the world have adopted a range of stratcgices for

implementing  programmes  of environmental education to  raisc

33 fieerak Jyoti Nath, Researca scholar, Dept. of History. Gauhati University.































