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Shifting Cultivation and the Karbis :
Cultural Perspective

Dr. Rupali Rongpipi
Assistant Professor, Department of History,
Lakhipur College, Goalpara

Abstract :

The main objective of this paper is to study the economy
and cultural identity of the karbis where more than 50% of the
population practiced jhum cultivation in Karbi Anglong to sus-
tain their economic life.

The present study mainly focuses on the historical back-
ground of shifting cultivation and its cultural identity of the
Karbis. Shifting cultivation resembles as a distinct stage in the
history of economic development of the Karbis and it was gen-
erally practiced in the hill slopes. Jhuming is very much part of
Karbi life and culture, particularly in the hilly areas. The Karbis
were completely depended on Jjhuming earlier and still some are
depended on it. The Karbis followed a traditional system of shift-
ing cultivation and this cultivation has a linked with the Hacha
Kekan and Rik Nong Chingdi Kekan which is performed with
great enthusiasm and traditional gaiety.

Keywords : Karbis, Jhumming, Shifting Cultivation, Karbi

Anglong.
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Tourism in Goalpara : Experience the
Un-Explored Paradise

Dr. Rupali Rongpipi
Asst. Professor, Department of History, Lakhipur College,
Lakhipur, Goalpara

Abstract :

Tourism is one of the fastest growing service industries in
the country, with great potential for further expansion and
diversification. The tourism industry plays a major role in any
country's economic development. It helps the country by creating
employment opportunities for a large number of people. This
paper tends to review the development of tourism in the Goalpara
district and also emphasizes experiencing the unexplored places
of Goalpara. This paper just makes an attempt to highlight the
different tourism sites in Goalpara district and their importance.
This paper is based entirely on secondary information.



Migration and Social Change : Role of
Youth and Social-media
( A study of Rabha villages of Goalpara District)

Imran Mozid
Assistant Professor, Lakhipur College, Lakhipur

Abstract :

The vivid life of the people, their traditional customs,
festivals and folklore have been a rich cultural identity of the
tribal community of Goalpara District and they have been some
of the components of the rich cultural diversity of Assam as well
as India. Though changing social and environmental
development makes internal adaptation necessary for better life
in all ethnic groups but the Rabha and people were opposec{ to
it for decades. They had a strong hold onto their cultural practices
tfll the last decade of 20" century. But, a lot of changes have




Socio-Cultural Contribution of
Mechpara Estate of Goalpara

Epsita Chakraborty

Assitant Professor, Department of Economics, Lakhipur
College, Goalpara, Assam

Introduction :

Mechpara was carved out of Bijni Raj kingdom. According to
tradition, due to the conspiracy of Thana Kamal Lochan, an official
of Bijni kingdom, Mechpara estate was formed as a separate
zamindary. Thana Kamal Lochan is said to have been the founder of
this estate, who gotthis right from Mughal Emperor.

‘Zam?:(r;;o Barman prepared a gene.alo.gy in his Ph.D Thesis, entitled,
oo hry system in Goalpara District during British rule’, where

as shown that Thana Kamal| Lochan founded the Mechpara
estate in thg last.quarter of'the 15" century, which was conquered
by Koch king Viswa Singha in the first quarter of 16 century. It
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Women’s Education in Develo

ping Countries:
Importance, Challenges and Way Forward
Epsita Chakraborty

Assistant Professor, S.R.B. Commerce and Management College, Khetri

Introduction:

. ; g to research by Chaaban and Cunningham, an
educated female is a great benefit not just to herself, but to her community!. ’

Education helps in quality nation formation thereby enhancing growth and development
of a country. Development means a progress in the lives of people, place and things(John).
Whenever there is a positive growth in something, there is development. Everybody in every
nation around the world works for it. A country with dynamic population of young men and
women can experience rapid development. The development and competitiveness of a village,
state or nation depends on efficiently and effectively utilizing its resources. Human talent isa
critical resource and women are half of that resource.

Increasing body of research and, organizations and governments reco gnize that focusing
on women and girls is the most effective way to fight global poverty and extremism, which are
some of the prime constraints on the path of development. Organizations such as World Bank,
International Monetary Fund, and the U.S. military Joint Chiefs of Staff are some in this
regard. Foreign aid is thereby now-a-days increasingly directed towards women and their issues.
Gender-focused aid has nearly tripled in recent years, from $ 2.5 billion in 2002 to $7.2 billion
in 2006. The world is awakening to a powerful truth that women and girls are not the problem,
but they, in fact, are the solution to the problems. )

There are evidence suggesting that women with more control over resources will _spem‘:l
more money on basic living needs (e.g., food and health) and edu‘canon. Research ‘vahd_a_telb
that investment in women, and more specifically women’s education, has numerous positive
effects, including:

* reduction in female fertility rates;

® lower infant and child mortality rates;

* lower maternal mortality rates; o

® increase in women’s labour force palit(ilclpizltlon;

» fosters educational investment in children?. . : sponsibilities and

Countries must work to provide women ‘.N.“h the sam; rlg:::sﬁl::tp::te ntial.?
Opportunities as men so as to maximize its competitiveness and develop

i I.I1) ® 135
Higher Education in the 21% Century : Envisioning the Future (val,
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Tribal Welfal

to Sixth—Schedule of the Indian Constitutioy
Epsita Chakraborty

ph.D. Research Scholar of OKDISCD, Guwahati

Abstract
people and tribal economy has been represented as an
of the society. It is mainly because from time to time
these economies has been hindered either due
munity conflicts or lack of connectivily.

However, since independence, India has been trying 1o bring the tribal population
on par with other communities by taking various measures to ensure social security,

cconomic stability and political freedom of these groups. Article 244 (2) of the

Indian Constitution provides for the administration of states of Assam, Meghalaya,

Mizoram and Tripura through Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) under the
Si.l‘lh Schedule. But whether the constitutional provision has made any positive
impact upon these societies has not been discussed properly before.
“We do not want riches
We want Peace and Love - Chief Red Cloud

Historically, tribal
cconomically weaker section
the penetration of state policies in
10 information asymmelry, internal com

Keywords: : .
5-‘.,),:;, ;ex, Tribe, Hill People, Economy, Primitive, North-East India, Sixt/-

Introduction: R -
egarding the concept and the definition of tribe. many sociologists.
ot al in 1979

:ullhrnpol() rists T

gists, administrat i

o - ors stil 2 i

confims this by statiiig that I doesn’t have the same ground. Arthur Wi Ike, €

of the tribal people. Adjccﬁvory.cars, there has been ambiguity trailed in India’s offici

.\u‘mhc,\ These adjectives W:rsel("tc aboriginal” or “depressed classes™ were used in referring

scheduled ribes or Adivasi, as opped post-independence with the adoption of the notion of

1 Ihe ¥ states of Armb : ;‘5::0"""0"')’ known (Hasnain, 1991)

fipura and Sikkij 1achal Pradesh 5S - ; ¥ [
T ikkim form the North ,:'Nl(‘, /\Tlun_ Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland.
4 T, ¥ a S N e s -
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About the Book

It is essential to emphasize and understand gender equality in the 21st Century. Even in the
developed countries where females legislatively have equal rights with males, discrimination also
appears prominently. The best way of ensuring equality is to startliving and asking ourselves what
each one of us can do to contribute to an equal society where individuals, regardless of any
external attributes, can live and thrive without any distinction.

The present volume titled “Gender Issues and Discourse in 21st Century: Inter and Trans
Disciplinary Perspectives” is the outcome of selected research papers from the International
Interdisciplinary Webinar, Organized by IQAC, Kanya Mahavidyalaya, Guwahti, Assam and
IQAC. Bilasipara College, Bilasipara, Dhubri, Assam on the subject, Gender Issues and
Discourse in 21st Century, as a follow up of the UGC Directive.
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Triple Talaq: Constitutional Rights from
Gender Values

Heerak Jyoti Nath
Assistant Professor
Department of History
Lakhipur College
Goalpara, Assam, India

Abstract

Today, the issues of women rights in Muslim personal Law is highly controversial. Specially, Muslim

women rights relating to triple talaq divorce, inheritance, maintenance has got much attention now a
days. However, Indian Constitution has guaranteed equality and freedom from discrimination based on
gender or religion, but still there are various practices which are based on heartless conservative culture.
As we know a large part of Muslim Personal Law is still unmodified and most of the legal decision
pronounces by the courts based on the norms mentioned in Quran and hadith. The central debate on
interpretation of Muslim personal laws has both positive as well as negative aspects. Some authors has
supported that, Muslim personal laws has given various rights to Muslim women such as choice in
marriage, inheritance etc. Whereas, some are of the opinion that, there are various practices which is
against the spirit of India Constitution. In this paper an attempt will be made to analyze the on-going
debate on the implications of Muslim Personal Law in India and suggests various solution to empower
Muslim women. Therefore, certain anomalies need to eradicate by giving a true essence of Holy Quaran
for the benefit of the Muslim women’s rights.

Keywords: Women Rights, Muslim Personal Law, Triple Talaq, Indian Constitution.

INTRODUCTION

Many social practices that reflect social inequalities hide behind the cover of religion. Personal
laws, under British administrators were drawn from diverse sources. It reflected the gender
prejudices of its times since the interpreters of “religion” have been mostly men. The process of
reforming regressive practices also began during the British rule. Reformers ended practices like
Sati and child marriage. Conservative sections in the society opposed these reforms and insisted
that these be preserved in the name of “defense” of religion. There is a rising people’s movement
within the community to get rid of triple talaq. The Bharatiya Muslim Mahila Andolan (BMMA),
a group at the forefront of this campaign for equality, surveyed almost 5,000 women. The results

153
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Is Sira. The Perfect Representation of Indian Wemen?
Epsita Chakrabuarty
Assistant Professor, 50013, Convunerce and Managerment College, Khetrsi
and Rescarch Scholar ol QKNS T, Guwahati

Tniroduaction:
Fromm the entset of the second wave [eminisim, representation became one of the crucial

areas of femunist debale mostly in the West, where thefeminists talked in termng of “libevation”
from the cppressiveness of a patriarchally defined socisty, with the key site of struggls was the
female body itself — its Teprescntalion and 1he meanings attached to the bald fact of biological
differcnee. [t was argued that the way women perecivied themscelves and were perceived, was
incluctably shaped by the ways in which images of women were constructed and commumnicated
to the population at large. It wus suggested that these images reinforee domenant ideclogies of
sender difference and the qualities of ideal-vpe femininity;that they perpeluated such differcnccs
and entrenched them in the consciousness of subsequent gencrations. (Whelehan).

However, in a country like India, rcpresentstion of women and femininity as docile,
meck and subservient to male counterpart has been guits a centuries old ¥afmida’s Ramdyana
isone of the most popular religious texls of [ndia found in Sanskrit and most vernaculars: Siee
exemplifics 1he behaviour of the proper Hindu wife, devotedly following her husband into exile
for Teeelve years(Wadley). The Sanskrit texts, vornacular writings, and vl traditions also defime
the ideal woman as the one who does not strive to break the bonds of control. For more than
2 000 years the god-king farma has been the Official [deal Man in Hinda India(Hessh In the
apening verses ofRamdvana (BalaKanda), Vaimiki asks Narada, the preatest sage:

AT e e 1 Ul e e T |
eTSteep AR eI R Ed: | | 813

Who really is that person in this present world, who is virtuous and vigorsus, o
conscicntious one, one who is mindiul of pood deeds done to him, and also a speaker of trueh

and who is deterrmined in his deed. .. [1-1-2]
SR T g gias en 5o |
Eaa i R PR LT U R
Whis is that selfcomposed ene, who controlled his ire, who is brilliant, non-jealons amd

whom do even the gods fear, when provoked to war,.. [L-1-4]

identification of Abusive Relationships and Prevention af Domestics Violence (vol.1) & 23
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rstanding Intersectional Feminism: The
peiee Indian Experience

;mm ~ Rubina Sarkar

'

sec foﬂalﬁy‘u a nexus of different identities that
i diéh’{other, ‘which decides the degree of our
In paper we will be looking at the emergence
sm at global level and then its impact
in the context of India. We will be
ng about giezdiﬂmqt views of different
ept of mtersect)onal
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF WOMEN
EDUCATION IN ASSAM
A study of the contribution of Christian MiSSianri
< cS

Rubina Sarkar
MA (NET), Jawaharlal Nehru Universiry
ARTICLE INFO
Keywords: Abstract: i
Women education, Education is the foundation of any
Christian Missionary, society. But that education should not be

Formal education,
Assam,
Gender gap

based on gender. For the development
of any society, women education is gag
much needed as men's education. Like
most of the states in India, Assam too
has a huge gender gap in the field of
education. This has been continuing since
ages. Though there were some initiatives
taken by certain people during the ancient times in Assam, but the
concept of female education got importance only after the arrival of
the East India Company and followed by the British Missionaries.
This paper attempts to analyse how the arrival of the Christian
Missionaries became a turning point of the female education. In the
first part of the paper we will look into the education system of Assam
in the ancient times and the contribution of certain people to the women
education. In the second part of the paper we will look into the arrival
of the Christian Missionaries and their works and how it illlpzlc(cq lht“
female education system particularly in Assam. In the last part .ol tl?c
paper we will look into the present situation of women educationin
Assam and how it developed over the period of time.
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NATIONALISM IN ASSAMESE
SOCIETY, ITS VICTIMS AND THE
RISE OF SUB-IDENTITY POLITICS

RuBINA SARKAR*

Assam. During that period Assam witnessed unity,

diversity, violence, hatred, mass Killing, protests etc.
Though the movement started as a peaceful non-violent
movement mainly by the middle class people of Assam, but it
didn’t take so long to turn the movement into a violent one.
The issue of illegal immigrants has been there in Assam since
it became a constituent state in 1950. But during the period of
1979-1985 the issue became more of a matter of concern mainly
because of the inclusion of ‘foreigners’ in the electoral rolls.
Moreover the movement came to an end in 1985 with the signing
of Assam Accord. But the concern of the protection of the
identity of Assamese people still continues even after the Assam
accord, which led to many kinds of violence between the ethnic
Assamese people and so called illegal immigrants. Later on,
many tribal groups also started to agitate against the ethnic
Assamese people as they started to fear losing their own identity.
The Background of the Anti-Foreigners Movement in
Assam

It is so tough to discuss about the background of the anti-
-
* M.A. (Political Science), Jawaharlal Nehru University.

The year from 1979 to 1985 was a period of unrest in
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